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Dear Planning, Building and Government Officials:

As president of the Colorado Chapter of the American Society of Landscape Architects (ASLA Colorado), I would like to share some information with you about the Colorado law that requires all landscape architects in Colorado have a professional license and request your assistance in helping the Colorado Department of Regulatory Affairs (DORA) and the State Board of Landscape Architects implement the Landscape Architects Professional Licensing Act.  ASLA Colorado is requesting that local government agencies review and update their planning & building codes and procedures, as needed, to insure that they are in compliance with the provisions of the Act.
Colorado recently (Jan. 1, 2008) enacted a statute requiring all landscape architects practicing within the State to hold a valid license from the State and established a Board of Landscape Architects that works under the jurisdiction of the Department of Regulatory Affairs. The statute, C.R.S 12-45, can be found on the State Board website at www.dora.state.co.us/la/Statute.pdf. 
A summary of the provisions of this licensure law is available on the ASLA website at: http://asla.org/uploadedFiles/CMS/Government_Affairs/State_Goverment_Affairs_and_Licensure/State_Documents/Colorado2011.pdf.  The statute requires a landscape architect’s stamp on all final design drawings and specifications submitted to local government agencies and private clients. The specific provisions of the statute concerning the landscape architects stamp begin at C.R.S. 12-45-117. There are limited exceptions for residential landscape design (up to 4 units) and for plans prepared by government employees (see C.R.S. 12-45-118). 
The State Board of Landscape Architects issued the following advice to local planning and building officials throughout Colorado in the attached letter:  

Planning and building codes and professional licensing laws are meant to work together.  Planning and building officials and the State Board of Landscape Architects (the Board) each exist to protect the public against unsafe design projects.  The Board endeavors to protect the health, safety, and welfare of the general public by ensuring that all licensed landscape architects have the proper education and training, and pass a rigorous examination on technical and practice issues.  County or local jurisdictions promulgate and adopt planning and building codes while their staffs enforce code requirements that are intended to protect the health, safety, and welfare of the general public.  If planning and building officials require all construction documents for non-exempt designs to bear the appropriate signature and seal of licensed landscape architect, then licensure will share the responsibility for protecting the health, safety and welfare of the public.  

· Letter from Charles H. Adams, Program Director,

State Board of Landscape Architects, April 1, 2009
It is clear public policy that landscape designs of sufficient size and/or complexity exceeding the exemptions must be designed and sealed by Colorado licensed landscape architects.
Licensed landscape architects are, and should be, responsible for their professional services.  The public, as well as planning and building officials, rely on their professional expertise.  As a result, professional submissions such as planning and site planning documents that result in construction documents should clearly show the identity of the licensed landscape architect who prepared them, or has taken responsible control for them, by having affixed a seal and signature and otherwise complying with the requirements of state law.  Without proper identification, ultimate responsibility for any deficiencies may not be clear.

As defined in the ASLA Summary of Provisions Colorado, the "Practice of Landscape Architecture: includes, but is not limited to the following substantive skills: .... Project and Construction Administration; Inventory Analysis and Program Development; Site Design; Design and Construction Documentation; and Grading, Drainage and Stormwater Management. The practice of Landscape Architecture includes designs, plans, specifications and contract administration for improvements to public and private property that influence safety, security and effective functioning of the built and natural environment." 
As a general rule, planning and building officials should require that all construction documents have the seal and signature of either a Colorado licensed landscape architect as appropriate, or have a notation on the construction documents stating that the plans are exempt from the statute requiring them to be prepared by a licensed landscape architect.  Planning and building officials facing litigation or defending their actions in other arenas should not have to explain why they could have required construction documents to be prepared, signed and sealed by a landscape architect, but chose instead to accept construction documents from an unlicensed individual, especially when the law or planning and building codes may not have allowed that unlicensed individual to prepare the construction documents in the first place.  

With these thoughts in mind and on behalf of ASLA Colorado, I would like to request your assistance in helping DORA and the Board of Landscape Architects enforce the licensed practice of landscape architecture.  You can check the current licensure status of any licensee with DORA’s Automated Licensure Information System On-Line at https://www.doradls.state.co.us/lic_database_req.php. You can also report license violations and unlicensed practices to the Board by submitting the complaint form that can be found online at http://www.dora.state.co.us/registrations/COMPLAINTFORM.pdf  .
Local governments around the state have implemented the provisions of the statute in various ways, including changes to local ordinances as was done in Pueblo or, as done by Arapahoe County, changing pertinent sections of the County’s Infrastructure Design and Construction Standards Manual via an administrative memorandum from the director of public works. Copies of these documents are attached for your reference.
We greatly appreciate your help in promoting a clear understanding of the role of landscape architects in the design of Colorado landscapes that help protect the health safety and welfare of the general public.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at Munding Design, LLC, 720-273-3884, or via email to kurt@mundingdesign.com .
Sincerely,
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Kurt Munding, RLA, CID, CLIA, ASLA
President ASLA Colorado

Attachments:

1)  DORA State Board of Landscape Architects letter to local government officials

2)  Brochure: Colorado’s Landscape Architects

Implementation examples:

3)  Ordinance: City of Pueblo ordinance No. 7888, approved September 22, 2009 

4)  Administrative Memo: Arapahoe County, dated June 3, 2009
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